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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LUBUMB 001 14 091 107Z 

12-R 

ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SY-05 /014W 

056256 

R 090644Z AUG 76 
FM AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1874 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 

UNCLAS LUBUMBASHI 1 14 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ASEC, PORS, CG 

SUBJECT: CRIME WAVE IN LUBUMBASHI 

REF: (A) LUB A-33 (B) KINSHASA 6146 

1 . LUBUMBASHI HAS BEEN HIT WITH CRIME WAVE OVER LAST SEVERAL 
MONTHS, CULMINATING IN RASH OF BREAK-INS IN JULY. MAJOR INCIDENTS 
HAVE INCLUDED FOLLOWING: 

A. MAY - BREAK-IN AT FRENCH CONSUL’S RESIDENCE (NEXT DOOR TO 
AMERICAN CONSULATE) BY APPROXIMATELY FOUR MEN. 

B. MAY 27 - BREAK-IN AND ROBBERY OF CONSULATE TRANSIENT 
APARTMENT. 

C. JULY - ROBBERY BY THREE MEN WITH PISTOLS OF GECAMINES 
EXPATRIATE EMPLOYEE AT HIS HOME. EMPLOYEE AND SON BOUND WITH 
ROPES; HOUSE RIFLED. 

D. JULY - SECOND BREAK-IN AT FRENCH CONSUL S RESIDENCE. 

E. JULY 4 - BREAK-IN AT AMERICAN CONSULATE AND THEFT OF SAFE 
(REF A). 

F. JULY 19 - SECOND BREAK-IN AT AMERICAN CONSULATE (REF B) 

G. JULY 20 - BREAK-IN AT AGETRAF (SHIPPING COMPANY) BY GANG 
OF APPROXIMATELY 30 MEN. SEVERAL SENTINELS BEATEN UP. 

H. JULY 20 - BREAK-IN AND ROBBERY AT S.A.B. (FOOD WHOLESALER) 

BY LARGE GANG. 

I. JULY 20 - BREAK-IN AND ROBBERY AT GOODYEAR BY LARGE GANG. 

J. JULY 25 - BREAK-IN AND ROBBERY AT CLUB DE LA VITJ.F. TENNIS 
CLUB. 

K. JULY - BREAK-IN AND THEFT OF ENTIRE CONTENTS OF APARTMENT OF 
THREE CZECH PROFESSORS AT UNAZA. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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L. JULY - BREAK-IN AND THEFT OF 90,000 ZAIRES FROM PHARMACIE 
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CARLO ERBA. 

M. JULY - THEFT OF AUTOMOBILE FROM GROUNDS OF REGIDESO (WATER 
COMPANY). 

N. JULY 29 - BREAK-IN AND THEFT FROM ITALIAN CONSULATE. 

2. COMMENT: COMMON PATTERN OF BREAK-INS HAS BEEN FORCED ENTRY AT 
NIGHT BY GROUPS OF MEN, WITH TARGETS GENERALLY RESIDENCES. 
BUSINESSES, OR OFFICES OF EXPATRIATE AND DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY. 
RECENT SHARP INCREASE IN CRIME RATE RELATED TO INCREASING 
ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES IN SHABA, NOTABLY HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT, 
SHORTAGES OF CONSUMABLES, AND SOARING PRICES. CRIME WAVE MAY WELL 
CONTINUE AS LONG AS ECONOMIC SITUATION HERE REMAINS GRIM. 

BORG 
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